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The Context, 

Liberian History

ÅLiberia was founded in 1821, by the 

American Colonization Society

ÅAfrican-American immigrants were 

landed in 1822, the first of some 

15,000 to settle in Liberia

ÅIn 1847, the colony was declared an 

independent republic



The Context, 

Liberian Civil War

ÅIn 1980, Master Sergeant Samuel K. Doe, became first 

indigenous president through a military coup

ÅIn 1989 attacked by rebel forces of the National Patriotic Front 

of Liberia (NPFL), led by Charles Taylor

ÅDoe was assassinated in 1990 by another group of rebels led by 

Prince Yormie Johnson

ÅMultiparty presidential and legislative elections held in July  

1997, brought Charles Taylor to power, but troubles continued

ÅThe election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf in 2005 marked the end 

of the political transition following Taylorôs exile in 2003.



The Context, A brief history of 

Buduburam Refugee Camp

ÅCreated in 1990 to 

accommodate about 5,000 

people.

ÅLocation: 35 km west of 

Accra

ÅInitial Area: 140-acre parcel 

of land

ÅDivided into 12 Zones, 9 

zones into the actual 

property, and the remaining 

3 are in Ghanaian land



The Context, A brief history of 

Buduburam Camp
ÅFirst settlers came by ship

ÅThen arrival of people 

crossing through Ivory coast

ÅIn 2000 following the 1997 

elections in Liberia UNHCR 

pulled out.  (Food assistance 

stopped before)

ÅIn 2002 after new influx of 

refugees UNHCR re-started 

operations through 

community-based approach



The Context, A brief history of 

Buduburam Camp

ÅBy 2006 41,000 refugees 
(50% came in the 90s, 50% after 2000)

ÅUNHCR repatriated 6,410 

refugees to Liberia (2004-2007)

ÅToday?  

Approx. 35,000 refugees and 

migrants in the camp
Å22,765 registered with UNHCR

ÅAbout 13,000 non-registered 

Liberians in Buduburam



Social and Institutional Structure

ÅCamp management (National Disaster Management 
Organization ïNADMO-, Go Ghana)

ÅLiberian Refugee Welfare Council (LRWC)

ÅSocial Welfare Department (Go Ghana)

ÅUNHCR implementer partners:

ïNational Catholic Secretariat (NCS):Health, Nutrition, 
Sanitation, Food and Non-food items Distribution, Agriculture 
(stopped)

ïChristian Council of Ghana:Education

ïWomenôs Initiative for Self Empowerment (WISE):SGBV

ÅChurches, NGOôs, CBOôs.



2. The Nutrition Programme

Beneficiaries (10,000)

ÅMalnourished children, 

Unaccompanied minors,

ÅElderly (>60), 

ÅDisabled, 

ÅChronically ill (including 

TB and HIV) 

ÅNew arrivals (after 2002), 

The starting point (2004):
WFP Targeted Food Assistance re-starting in July 2004, 

following new influx of refugees from Ivorian Crisis.  


